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In flower now, 
Above     Arachnid ‘LongLegs’ 
Grown by Nico Jong 
First flowering seedling 
2 flower spikes 115cm tall 
Each has 19 flowers 

At right  In flower now 
Gypsy Rose ‘Princes’ 

Grown by Graham Morris 
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In flower now 
 
 
Jeanne Hall 
‘Jeanne’ 
 
Grown by  
Graham Morris 
 
Named to honour a 
previous Secretary 
of our Club, who is 
also a Life Member 

The colour of this 
flower is a bright 
orange, with a nice 
contrasting lip 
It also has lots 
more flowers than 
on this flowering 
 
It is being cloned 
and future mem-
bers will be offered 
a clone from this 
plant in a year or 
two 
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Orchid Viruses 
By Joshua White 

 
Part 1: How to Prevent the 

Spread of Viruses 
 
In my opinion, viruses are one of 
the worst problems that an orchid 
enthusiast can face in the hobby. 
Unlike pests or other diseases, 
which can often be treated, viruses 
are incurable – the only option is 
to destroy the infected plant to 
prevent further spread. The virus-
es themselves often cause unsight-
ly markings on the leaves (and 
sometimes blooms), loss of vigour 
and reduce (or even prevent) flow-
ering. Commercial growers also 
need to ensure they control virus-
es, as an infected mother plant can 
result in the loss of an entire clon-
al run or damage to the business’ 
reputation. 
Prevention is the best approach – 
the risk from viruses can be drasti-
cally reduced with some straight-
forward hygiene practices. Even if 
you don’t think you have any vi-
rused plants, it is still worth im-
plementing these measures, as 
infected plants can be asympto-
matic (i.e. they have no leaf or 
bloom markings to suggest a viral 
infection). Most growers will have 
encountered infected plants during 
their time in the hobby and a sig-
nificant percentage will have vi-
rused plants present in their col-
lection, whether backyard or nursery. 
There are some simple measures that everyone, from the backyard enthusiast to the 
commercial grower, can implement to help reduce the spread of viruses in their col-
lections.          (Continued on page 5) 

Below is a fabulous  article  written by an up and coming orchid grower 
from Melbourne.  It is well researched and well written. It is in all our in-
terests to read it thoroughly, and implement the advice that Joshua offers 
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In flower now 
 
Grown by Greg Wallace 
 
Valley Olympic  
‘Pink Perfection’ 
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President 
Graham Fear 

Our July meeting and limited Winter Show is confirmed at Burnside on the 22nd July, put in 
will be at 6.30pm, with hopefully judging commencing soon after. The format will be on a 
separate cover with this months issue. There will be restrictions on things you can and can-
not do, which will be spelled out in this separate cover. These are not available at the time 
of me writing this report.                                                                                                         
 

There will be a new display and trading table event at the new Port Plaza (Port Adelaide) 
shopping centre, with a display and Trading Table the same as Munno Para. Put in with be 
5.30pm on Wednesday 5th August and take out will be 5.00pm Saturday 8th August. If all 
goes well this will expand to 7 day event next year. There will be restrictions and we will let 
you know the format at our July monthly meeting. 
 

West Lakes is now confirmed but in a slightly different format. Put in will be Sunday 30th 
August at 5.00pm and take out will be Sunday 6th September at 5.00pm. There will be limi-
tations on our displays and people manning the Trading Table, and restrictions on what we 
can and cannot do. Judging to start at 6.00pm or sooner, and hopefully over and done with 
by 8.00. 
 

We are only allowed two 4 x 3 mitre displays in one area, with a 1.5 metre corridor between 
each display. We will have more info on this later in August with the final details at the Au-
gust meeting which is before West Lakes starts. A decision on whether we have plants at the 
August meeting will be made by the committee at the next committee meeting. 
 

Unfortunately, it’s now a different world we live in, and this year I think we should be just 
thankful that we can go ahead with meetings, shows, displays and trading tables, as there are 
a lot of clubs around the nation still under severe restrictions, or not meeting at all. 
 

I look forward to speaking to you all again in next month’s magazine and catch with those 
of you who come to Munno Para or at the July meeting. 
 

Kind regards and stay safe and well. 
 

Graham Fear         President  

Presidents Message   July 2020  
 

Welcome to our July issue 
 
Good news at last. Hopefully we have seen the last of the pan-
demic in SA and with everybody being sensible in our state, we 
can start seeing life getting back to some form of normality, un-
like our friends in Victoria who are suffering a very large out-
break in a second wave, which is worse than the first one. 
 

You all should have received an email last weekend with our cal-
endar over the next two months. If you are not on the email list-
ing, it is in the magazine. Most of our scheduled events will now 
take place in one form of another, with a new one added. There 
will be restrictions and new rules and regulations which we will 
all have to abide by, but let us be thankful that these events can 
go ahead.  
 

The display and trading table at Munno Para for three days is con-
firmed, with put in on Wednesday 15th July at 5.30pm and take 
out Saturday 18th July at 5.00pm.                                                                                                              
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Interstate Cymbidium Clubs 
Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                                            
Secretary Mrs Judith Brooks  Ph 02 9773 9197    email    jahamilton.17@btinternet.com   Web-
site        ccansw.com.au                           Facebook      cymbidiumclubofaustralia            
Meetings are on the second Thursday, March to November  
 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria                                                                                                   
Secretary   Julie Forrest    Ph 0417 339026  
email        efo28308@bigpond.net.au.         
Website         cosv.com.au        Meetings  Second Tuesday     February   to   December 
 
Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western Australia                                                                                      
Secretary    Helen Stretch       Ph  08 9362 4120     email  hstretch2007@bigpond.com                                                    
Website    cymbidiumorchidclubwa.com.au        Meetings third Monday   Feb. to Nov.  

For details of  other South Australian  Orchid Clubs, refer to our Web Site cymorchidssa.com.au 

****************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Our “Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia” Facebook site is re-
ceiving well over 1000 views per posting, from growers all around the world. 
Plants shown at our meetings are posted, and we try to add some interesting arti-
cles, which often cannot be published in this magazine. Try to look in on us and 
support the site (please). 
************************************************************ 
Refer also to our  Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Website 
                                  cymorchidssa.com.au  
 

 
Bags of TriSodium Phosphate are now available from the trading 
table (for sterilizing cutting tools etc). One Kilogram bag $10, 
500 grams $5.00.  Larger bags are available on request.  
Note, these prices are much cheaper than you can get 
privately. Contact Graham Morris if you need some now. 

There will be some First  Strike  roedenticide  bait available from the trading table 
when meetings commence, or collect from Graham Morris    0419 823 724 
Packs of 10 baits   $5.00,      Packs of 25      $10.00      
This new product is getting good reviews from growers interstate who have been 
using it for some time. 
***************************************************************** 
There will be an auction of a Jumbo flask of seedlings at the July meeting 
 
The flask contains about 100 large quality seedlings 
 
Kulnurra Snow x Kimberley Splash ‘TeePee’ Top quality whites and pinks 
 
Thank you Moss and Rosemary Bray.  Moss always produces great flasks 
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GCP  August 2020 SPECIAL 
10-12 Hakkinen Road 

Wingfield, SA 5013 
Phone: (08) 8168 4100 

Fax: (08) 8168 4199 
Email: sa@gardencityplastics.com 

20% Off Dramm Watering equipment for  
August 2020 

 1st August 2020 to 31st August 2020 
(There may have been a price increase since your last purchase) 

Wands come in Berry, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange & Red 

DRAMM WAND SET      
Prices last time on special . (May have increased a little now) 
16” wand set - $37.49 - 20% = $29.99 + gst = $32.99 
30” wand set - $43.48 -20% = $34.78+ gst = $38.26 
9 position revolver sprayer- $23.19 –20% =$18.55+ gst =$20.41 
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They are summarised as follows: 
• Always clean your tools between plants. 
• Do not reuse pots without thoroughly cleaning them first. If you suspect 

a plant is infected or it tests positive, discard the pot. 
• Do not reuse stakes and clips for different plants (especially bamboo or 

timber ones, as these cannot be adequately disinfected). 
• Wash your hands thoroughly with soap or change your gloves between 

plants. 
• Don’t splash water between plants or let water drip from one plant onto 

another. 
• Never reuse media for other Orchids. 
• Maintain good pest control – the false spider mite (Brevipalpus califor-

nicus) and Australian cockroach (Periplaneta australasiae) have been 
shown to transfer viruses. 

There are three main viruses that a Cymbidium enthusiast will usually en-
counter: Cymbidium Mosaic Virus (CymMV), Odontoglossum Ringspot Vi-
rus (ORSV) and Orchid Fleck Virus (OFV). Each of these will be covered in 
more detail in later parts of this series.  
 

Stopping Viruses Getting Into Your Collection 
Source Plants from Reputable Sellers 

 
Ideally, you want to avoid introducing infected plants into your collection to 
start with. Try to source plants from orchid nurseries with good reputations; 
since their main focus is growing orchids, they will be more aware of the vari-
ous diseases and viruses that can be present. I recommend avoiding unnamed 
or unlabelled plants (sometimes called NOIDs for “No Identification”) from 
Gumtree, eBay or local markets, as unfortunately these have a higher risk of 
being virused. 
If you decide to source a plant from a market or online trading site such as 
Gumtree or eBay, check their feedback (if possible) to see what the comments 
are like from previous sales. Never bid on or buy a plant on eBay/Gumtree 
sight unseen; check the photos or ask for some if none are available. Look 
closely at the foliage for any signs of pests, pest damage or viral symptoms 
(examples of these will be covered later in this series). If there are any ques-
tionable markings, be aware of the possibility that it is virused. You will need 
to weigh up the cost of having it tested against how much you want that par-
ticular plant (personally, I have occasionally taken this risk when I was keen 
to get a particular plant; sometimes they were virused, sometimes not). 
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Quarantine New Acquisitions 
 

When acquiring new plants, it is good practice to keep them separate from your 
existing collection for a while. Having designated areas to keep batches of 
plants quarantined is helpful; if you regularly order from multiple suppliers, it 
is a good idea to keep the different suppliers’ plants separated until you are sat-
isfied with their health. 
Any new acquisition should be checked and treated for pests, especially since 
these can spread viruses (if present) to the rest of your collection. My own ap-
proach depends on the source of the plants; if I know (or suspect) that the sup-
plier has had a particular virus in their collection, I keep those plants isolated 
for the incubation period of that virus and then test them. Otherwise, I test 
plants from each new supplier soon after I obtain them to gain an idea of how 
well they control viruses in their collection. I recommend testing historical 
plants (i.e. those from old collections) regardless of the source, as the risk of a 
plant being infected goes up with the age of the plant. 
 
 

Stopping Viruses Spreading in Your Collection 
Keep Plants in Groups 

 
I’m sure most people understand the problem of having more plants than avail-
able space. Ideally every orchid would be spaced far enough apart that they 
weren’t touching; in reality this is often impossible to achieve or, for commer-
cial growers, not a cost-effective use of space. I suggest an alternative ap-
proach: keeping plants in groups. When I introduce plants into my main collec-
tion, I tend to group them by supplier and/or order. That means if a virused 
plant is later identified from a particular order, I only have to be concerned 
about that particular tray of plants; I haven’t increased the risk of widespread 
infection by scattering all the plants from that order throughout my collection. 
It also helps not to rearrange or move plants around too often; if you keep them 
in the same place, then only those in the immediate vicinity are likely to be af-
fected by it. If you do move plants around, though, remember to disinfect the 
bench where it was sitting as a precautionary measure. As an aside, benches 
should be metal mesh (preferably in removable segments) that can be easily 
disinfected. Timber and other porous materials are unsuitable for benches, as 
not only can they trap virus particles in the material itself, but they are hard to 
suitably disinfect without damaging them. 
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.The next Meeting of the   
 



 

 14 

 
 

Neutrog are great supporters of our Club. 
 

Please support them wherever possible and tell others about them 
 

The Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia, was actively involved 
in developing and testing Strike Back for Orchids and endorses it’s use. 
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 Disinfect Tools and Pots 

 
The most reliable way to steri-
lise tools between plants is to 
wipe them with a disposable 
rag or paper towel soaked in 
isopropyl alcohol, then flame 
them until the tool starts to 
heat up (both the AOS and 
OSCOV recommend this ap-
proach). You need to remove 
the debris and sap from the 
tool and get the surface above 
130°C to ensure inactivation 
of any virus (a small butane 
torch, such as the one pictured 
and available from hardware 
stores, is ideal for this task). 
The unfortunate trade-off is 
that this can affect the heat 
treatment of blades and dull 
them over time. 
Beyond the above, there are a 
variety of approaches and recipes online for disinfecting tools and pots. One 
approach suggested by the AOS is to soak tools in a saturated solution of 
trisodium phosphate (TSP, available in Australia as Tricleanium) for at least 5 
minutes (personally I allow at least 15 minutes). Hu (1994) notes that a 1% 
solution of NaOH (sodium hydroxide) is also effective, but unfortunately does 
not state the timeframe required. 
 
Ceramic pots, due to their porous nature, need to be baked in an oven for at 
least an hour at 130°C. Often it is necessary to soak and wash them first in 
order to remove any traces of media or roots that may have gotten stuck to the 
sides. Care must be taken to allow them to dry out before baking lest the pot 
crack in the process. Plastic pots are more straightforward to clean; wash them 
in warm, soapy water (I recommend having a set of gloves and brush specifi-
cally set aside for this purpose) to ensure all debris is removed from the pot. 
The AOS then recommends soaking in a bleach solution (approx. 1 litre of 
household bleach to 16 litres of water) for at least 30 minutes; other sources, 
such as Critter Creek Lab, recommend stronger mixes (1 litre of household 
bleach to 10 litres of water) for an hour. One grower I know even soaks their 
pots overnight, using a lid over their trough to prevent the chlorine evaporat-
ing out of the bleach solution. Always rinse the pot thoroughly afterwards. 
 



 

 8 

Dispose of Old Media 
Never reuse media for other Orchids. Apart from the fact that it usually breaks 
down with time, it will be thoroughly contaminated if the plant is virused. De-
pending on the media, you may be able to use it as a compost dressing in your 
garden. If you do reuse it in this way, any orchidaceous material should be re-
moved and the media left to sit for a day or so to ensure any OFV present is no 
longer viable, as other plants can be a host for OFV as well (more on this later in 
the series). 
 

In the Next Part… 
 

In Part 2 of this series to be published in the August Cymbidium News, I will 
cover virus testing options and provide some suggestions on what to do if you 
suspect you have a virused plant in your collection. 
Parts 3 and 4 will follow in later Cymbidium News editions 
 

References 
 

Freitas-Astúa, J. Virus. Originally published in the September 2003 issue of Or-
chids – The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Available at: https://
www.aos.org/orchids/orchid-pests-diseases/virus.aspx 
 
Hu, I.S., 1994. Transmission, Movement, and Inactivation of Cymbidium Mosaic 
and Odontoglossum Ringspot Viruses. Plant Disease, 78(6), p.633. Available at: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1094/pd-78-0633 
 
Copyright © 2020 Joshua White. Please contact the author at 
jwhite88@gmail.com for reuse (i.e. in a newsletter or other publication) or modi-
fication. This article may be freely distributed in its original, unedited form.  
 
This has been reproduced in the Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia 
Newsletter (Cymbidium News) with the permission of the author. 

Plants wanted by members 
  
Allumination x Trinity Hall x Tracey Reddaway,       Dutchman’s Delight x Pink Champagne 
  
Dean Roesler “Gold Sunset”,                                         Night Passage “Cabernet” 
  
The plants above were pictured in old club magazines 
John Knott      08 8261 5255 
  
Luana “Pink Champagne”              Pauline McLean              Phone  08 8386 0430 
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PAULINE’S LABORATORY SERVICE 

 
FOR ALL ASPECT OF CYMBIDIUM 

TISSUE CULTURE 
 

CONTACT PAULINE OR KEV McLEAN 
 

PHONE…(08) 8386 0430 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS…13 WENTWORTH ST. 
               MOANA 

                     S.A.    5169 
 

EMAIL….kevin.mclean3@bigpond.com 
 



 

 12 

In flower now   Above       Valley  Freestyle ‘Heaven Scent’  (highly perfumed) 
                           Below       Henri Chu  ‘Craigburn’ 
                           Grown by    Graham Morris 
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Thank  you  Graham  Blascheck  for  these  2  flowers 
Above    Pharaoh’s Dream ‘Dural’ 
Below                  Paradise Surprise 
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In flower now 
At left 
Coraki Gold x Twilight in Gold 
 
Below 
Flaming Pepper x Foxfire Amber 
 
Bottom 
Pau Robeson x Tiger Country 
 
Grown by Graham Fear 
 
All are first flowering seedlings 
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In flower now   Above    Dural Dream x Pepper Blaze       FF seedling 
                           Below    Spicy Khan x Yowie Rose      
                            Grown by  Graham Fear 
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Dispose of Old Media 
Never reuse media for other Orchids. Apart from the fact that it usually breaks 
down with time, it will be thoroughly contaminated if the plant is virused. De-
pending on the media, you may be able to use it as a compost dressing in your 
garden. If you do reuse it in this way, any orchidaceous material should be re-
moved and the media left to sit for a day or so to ensure any OFV present is no 
longer viable, as other plants can be a host for OFV as well (more on this later in 
the series). 
 

In the Next Part… 
 

In Part 2 of this series to be published in the August Cymbidium News, I will 
cover virus testing options and provide some suggestions on what to do if you 
suspect you have a virused plant in your collection. 
Parts 3 and 4 will follow in later Cymbidium News editions 
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Neutrog are great supporters of our Club. 
 

Please support them wherever possible and tell others about them 
 

The Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia, was actively involved 
in developing and testing Strike Back for Orchids and endorses it’s use. 
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 Disinfect Tools and Pots 

 
The most reliable way to steri-
lise tools between plants is to 
wipe them with a disposable 
rag or paper towel soaked in 
isopropyl alcohol, then flame 
them until the tool starts to 
heat up (both the AOS and 
OSCOV recommend this ap-
proach). You need to remove 
the debris and sap from the 
tool and get the surface above 
130°C to ensure inactivation 
of any virus (a small butane 
torch, such as the one pictured 
and available from hardware 
stores, is ideal for this task). 
The unfortunate trade-off is 
that this can affect the heat 
treatment of blades and dull 
them over time. 
Beyond the above, there are a 
variety of approaches and recipes online for disinfecting tools and pots. One 
approach suggested by the AOS is to soak tools in a saturated solution of 
trisodium phosphate (TSP, available in Australia as Tricleanium) for at least 5 
minutes (personally I allow at least 15 minutes). Hu (1994) notes that a 1% 
solution of NaOH (sodium hydroxide) is also effective, but unfortunately does 
not state the timeframe required. 
 
Ceramic pots, due to their porous nature, need to be baked in an oven for at 
least an hour at 130°C. Often it is necessary to soak and wash them first in 
order to remove any traces of media or roots that may have gotten stuck to the 
sides. Care must be taken to allow them to dry out before baking lest the pot 
crack in the process. Plastic pots are more straightforward to clean; wash them 
in warm, soapy water (I recommend having a set of gloves and brush specifi-
cally set aside for this purpose) to ensure all debris is removed from the pot. 
The AOS then recommends soaking in a bleach solution (approx. 1 litre of 
household bleach to 16 litres of water) for at least 30 minutes; other sources, 
such as Critter Creek Lab, recommend stronger mixes (1 litre of household 
bleach to 10 litres of water) for an hour. One grower I know even soaks their 
pots overnight, using a lid over their trough to prevent the chlorine evaporat-
ing out of the bleach solution. Always rinse the pot thoroughly afterwards. 
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Quarantine New Acquisitions 
 

When acquiring new plants, it is good practice to keep them separate from your 
existing collection for a while. Having designated areas to keep batches of 
plants quarantined is helpful; if you regularly order from multiple suppliers, it 
is a good idea to keep the different suppliers’ plants separated until you are sat-
isfied with their health. 
Any new acquisition should be checked and treated for pests, especially since 
these can spread viruses (if present) to the rest of your collection. My own ap-
proach depends on the source of the plants; if I know (or suspect) that the sup-
plier has had a particular virus in their collection, I keep those plants isolated 
for the incubation period of that virus and then test them. Otherwise, I test 
plants from each new supplier soon after I obtain them to gain an idea of how 
well they control viruses in their collection. I recommend testing historical 
plants (i.e. those from old collections) regardless of the source, as the risk of a 
plant being infected goes up with the age of the plant. 
 
 

Stopping Viruses Spreading in Your Collection 
Keep Plants in Groups 

 
I’m sure most people understand the problem of having more plants than avail-
able space. Ideally every orchid would be spaced far enough apart that they 
weren’t touching; in reality this is often impossible to achieve or, for commer-
cial growers, not a cost-effective use of space. I suggest an alternative ap-
proach: keeping plants in groups. When I introduce plants into my main collec-
tion, I tend to group them by supplier and/or order. That means if a virused 
plant is later identified from a particular order, I only have to be concerned 
about that particular tray of plants; I haven’t increased the risk of widespread 
infection by scattering all the plants from that order throughout my collection. 
It also helps not to rearrange or move plants around too often; if you keep them 
in the same place, then only those in the immediate vicinity are likely to be af-
fected by it. If you do move plants around, though, remember to disinfect the 
bench where it was sitting as a precautionary measure. As an aside, benches 
should be metal mesh (preferably in removable segments) that can be easily 
disinfected. Timber and other porous materials are unsuitable for benches, as 
not only can they trap virus particles in the material itself, but they are hard to 
suitably disinfect without damaging them. 
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.The next Meeting of the   
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GCP  August 2020 SPECIAL 
10-12 Hakkinen Road 

Wingfield, SA 5013 
Phone: (08) 8168 4100 

Fax: (08) 8168 4199 
Email: sa@gardencityplastics.com 

20% Off Dramm Watering equipment for  
August 2020 

 1st August 2020 to 31st August 2020 
(There may have been a price increase since your last purchase) 

Wands come in Berry, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange & Red 

DRAMM WAND SET      
Prices last time on special . (May have increased a little now) 
16” wand set - $37.49 - 20% = $29.99 + gst = $32.99 
30” wand set - $43.48 -20% = $34.78+ gst = $38.26 
9 position revolver sprayer- $23.19 –20% =$18.55+ gst =$20.41 
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They are summarised as follows: 
• Always clean your tools between plants. 
• Do not reuse pots without thoroughly cleaning them first. If you suspect 

a plant is infected or it tests positive, discard the pot. 
• Do not reuse stakes and clips for different plants (especially bamboo or 

timber ones, as these cannot be adequately disinfected). 
• Wash your hands thoroughly with soap or change your gloves between 

plants. 
• Don’t splash water between plants or let water drip from one plant onto 

another. 
• Never reuse media for other Orchids. 
• Maintain good pest control – the false spider mite (Brevipalpus califor-

nicus) and Australian cockroach (Periplaneta australasiae) have been 
shown to transfer viruses. 

There are three main viruses that a Cymbidium enthusiast will usually en-
counter: Cymbidium Mosaic Virus (CymMV), Odontoglossum Ringspot Vi-
rus (ORSV) and Orchid Fleck Virus (OFV). Each of these will be covered in 
more detail in later parts of this series.  
 

Stopping Viruses Getting Into Your Collection 
Source Plants from Reputable Sellers 

 
Ideally, you want to avoid introducing infected plants into your collection to 
start with. Try to source plants from orchid nurseries with good reputations; 
since their main focus is growing orchids, they will be more aware of the vari-
ous diseases and viruses that can be present. I recommend avoiding unnamed 
or unlabelled plants (sometimes called NOIDs for “No Identification”) from 
Gumtree, eBay or local markets, as unfortunately these have a higher risk of 
being virused. 
If you decide to source a plant from a market or online trading site such as 
Gumtree or eBay, check their feedback (if possible) to see what the comments 
are like from previous sales. Never bid on or buy a plant on eBay/Gumtree 
sight unseen; check the photos or ask for some if none are available. Look 
closely at the foliage for any signs of pests, pest damage or viral symptoms 
(examples of these will be covered later in this series). If there are any ques-
tionable markings, be aware of the possibility that it is virused. You will need 
to weigh up the cost of having it tested against how much you want that par-
ticular plant (personally, I have occasionally taken this risk when I was keen 
to get a particular plant; sometimes they were virused, sometimes not). 
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President 
Graham Fear 

Our July meeting and limited Winter Show is confirmed at Burnside on the 22nd July, put in 
will be at 6.30pm, with hopefully judging commencing soon after. The format will be on a 
separate cover with this months issue. There will be restrictions on things you can and can-
not do, which will be spelled out in this separate cover. These are not available at the time 
of me writing this report.                                                                                                         
 

There will be a new display and trading table event at the new Port Plaza (Port Adelaide) 
shopping centre, with a display and Trading Table the same as Munno Para. Put in with be 
5.30pm on Wednesday 5th August and take out will be 5.00pm Saturday 8th August. If all 
goes well this will expand to 7 day event next year. There will be restrictions and we will let 
you know the format at our July monthly meeting. 
 

West Lakes is now confirmed but in a slightly different format. Put in will be Sunday 30th 
August at 5.00pm and take out will be Sunday 6th September at 5.00pm. There will be limi-
tations on our displays and people manning the Trading Table, and restrictions on what we 
can and cannot do. Judging to start at 6.00pm or sooner, and hopefully over and done with 
by 8.00. 
 

We are only allowed two 4 x 3 mitre displays in one area, with a 1.5 metre corridor between 
each display. We will have more info on this later in August with the final details at the Au-
gust meeting which is before West Lakes starts. A decision on whether we have plants at the 
August meeting will be made by the committee at the next committee meeting. 
 

Unfortunately, it’s now a different world we live in, and this year I think we should be just 
thankful that we can go ahead with meetings, shows, displays and trading tables, as there are 
a lot of clubs around the nation still under severe restrictions, or not meeting at all. 
 

I look forward to speaking to you all again in next month’s magazine and catch with those 
of you who come to Munno Para or at the July meeting. 
 

Kind regards and stay safe and well. 
 

Graham Fear         President  

Presidents Message   July 2020  
 

Welcome to our July issue 
 
Good news at last. Hopefully we have seen the last of the pan-
demic in SA and with everybody being sensible in our state, we 
can start seeing life getting back to some form of normality, un-
like our friends in Victoria who are suffering a very large out-
break in a second wave, which is worse than the first one. 
 

You all should have received an email last weekend with our cal-
endar over the next two months. If you are not on the email list-
ing, it is in the magazine. Most of our scheduled events will now 
take place in one form of another, with a new one added. There 
will be restrictions and new rules and regulations which we will 
all have to abide by, but let us be thankful that these events can 
go ahead.  
 

The display and trading table at Munno Para for three days is con-
firmed, with put in on Wednesday 15th July at 5.30pm and take 
out Saturday 18th July at 5.00pm.                                                                                                              
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Interstate Cymbidium Clubs 
Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                                            
Secretary Mrs Judith Brooks  Ph 02 9773 9197    email    jahamilton.17@btinternet.com   Web-
site        ccansw.com.au                           Facebook      cymbidiumclubofaustralia            
Meetings are on the second Thursday, March to November  
 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria                                                                                                   
Secretary   Julie Forrest    Ph 0417 339026  
email        efo28308@bigpond.net.au.         
Website         cosv.com.au        Meetings  Second Tuesday     February   to   December 
 
Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western Australia                                                                                      
Secretary    Helen Stretch       Ph  08 9362 4120     email  hstretch2007@bigpond.com                                                    
Website    cymbidiumorchidclubwa.com.au        Meetings third Monday   Feb. to Nov.  

For details of  other South Australian  Orchid Clubs, refer to our Web Site cymorchidssa.com.au 

****************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Our “Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia” Facebook site is re-
ceiving well over 1000 views per posting, from growers all around the world. 
Plants shown at our meetings are posted, and we try to add some interesting arti-
cles, which often cannot be published in this magazine. Try to look in on us and 
support the site (please). 
************************************************************ 
Refer also to our  Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Website 
                                  cymorchidssa.com.au  
 

 
Bags of TriSodium Phosphate are now available from the trading 
table (for sterilizing cutting tools etc). One Kilogram bag $10, 
500 grams $5.00.  Larger bags are available on request.  
Note, these prices are much cheaper than you can get 
privately. Contact Graham Morris if you need some now. 

There will be some First  Strike  roedenticide  bait available from the trading table 
when meetings commence, or collect from Graham Morris    0419 823 724 
Packs of 10 baits   $5.00,      Packs of 25      $10.00      
This new product is getting good reviews from growers interstate who have been 
using it for some time. 
***************************************************************** 
There will be an auction of a Jumbo flask of seedlings at the July meeting 
 
The flask contains about 100 large quality seedlings 
 
Kulnurra Snow x Kimberley Splash ‘TeePee’ Top quality whites and pinks 
 
Thank you Moss and Rosemary Bray.  Moss always produces great flasks 



 

 18  3 

 

Cymbidium News      Volume 22  No. 6  July 2020 
The New Cymbidium News is published monthly, February to November inclusive 

and is the Official Newsletter of the  Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc 
 

Editor   Graham Morris  Ph 0419 823 724     email gramorris@optusnet.com.au   
 

Patron           Angus Irwin                   Neutrog Australia Pty Ltd 
President       Graham Fear                 Ph 0421 053 951            woodworthpark1@bigpond.com 
Club Postal Address                          11 Jeanes Ave, Glenelg North   5045 
Secretary        Greg Wallace         Ph 0413 457 645             wallacegr@stgeorge.com.au 
Treasurer       Christine Robertson,    Ph  08 8536 3948            kloval@westnet.com.au  
                                                              PO Box 454, Strathalbyn   5255  
Registrar of Judges    Ben Knobben   Ph  08 8356 0215           bcknob@adam.com.au  
Assistant Registrar     Chee Ng           Ph   0411 776 507         chee78@optusnet.com.au 
Immed. Past Pres.       Des Bettcher   Ph   0466 797 485  kangas53@hotmail.com 
 
Committee Members 
 

Vice President,             Barry Bailey                0428 847 042    barrybailey2@bigpond.com           
Junior Vice President   Peter Aigner Muehler  0422 483 567 marpetam7@bigpond.com 
2 year term                   Max Kahlbaum            08 8356 9625    maxkahl39@gmail.com 
2 year term                   Sue Hollands    0439 806 757 s.hollands@internode.on.net 
2 year term         Bill Jayne    0419 039 022     bill_julie@bigpond.com 
1 year term          Don Wallace   0409 491 169 deedub@bigpond.net.au 
1 year term             Ben Knobben   08 8356 0215     bcknob@adam.com.au  
1 year term              Elayne Sanders   0413 522 582  neille@internode.on.net 
Show Marshalls (MP)  Peter Aigner Muehler, Roger Long, John Howard and Rod Philp 
Show Marshalls (WL)  Wayne Baylis and helpers. 
 

Life Members 
Ray Brady,                Moss Bray,              John Longbottom,        Yvonne Longbottom,    
Graham Morris,        Dean Roesler #,         Jeanne Hall #,               Wayne  Baylis,                    
Ben Knobben            Brian & Shirley Brand,   
                                          # indicates Deceased  

Index  
A very special flower     Page 1 
Viruses in Orchids   With thanks to Joshua White  Page 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
Committee details & Index    Page 3 
President’s  Message       Page 4 
Members plants in flower now    Page 9 to 12 
Pauline’s laboratory Service, Trading table details  Page 13 
Neutrog       Pages 14, 15, 18 
July meeting details     Page 15 
Garden City Plastics Special offer for next month  Page 16 
Interstate Cymbidium Clubs, Facebook information,   Page 17 
Members plants in flower now   Pages 19 and 20 

 
 

COPYRIGHT   All contributions in the New Cymbidium News, which have acknowledged 
authors, are automatically covered by copyright. We believe that most authors would be willing 
to allow free use of articles for publishing elsewhere, if written approval is sought, through the  
Secretary of this Club. 



 

 2 

Orchid Viruses 
By Joshua White 

 
Part 1: How to Prevent the 

Spread of Viruses 
 
In my opinion, viruses are one of 
the worst problems that an orchid 
enthusiast can face in the hobby. 
Unlike pests or other diseases, 
which can often be treated, viruses 
are incurable – the only option is 
to destroy the infected plant to 
prevent further spread. The virus-
es themselves often cause unsight-
ly markings on the leaves (and 
sometimes blooms), loss of vigour 
and reduce (or even prevent) flow-
ering. Commercial growers also 
need to ensure they control virus-
es, as an infected mother plant can 
result in the loss of an entire clon-
al run or damage to the business’ 
reputation. 
Prevention is the best approach – 
the risk from viruses can be drasti-
cally reduced with some straight-
forward hygiene practices. Even if 
you don’t think you have any vi-
rused plants, it is still worth im-
plementing these measures, as 
infected plants can be asympto-
matic (i.e. they have no leaf or 
bloom markings to suggest a viral 
infection). Most growers will have 
encountered infected plants during 
their time in the hobby and a sig-
nificant percentage will have vi-
rused plants present in their col-
lection, whether backyard or nursery. 
There are some simple measures that everyone, from the backyard enthusiast to the 
commercial grower, can implement to help reduce the spread of viruses in their col-
lections.          (Continued on page 5) 

Below is a fabulous  article  written by an up and coming orchid grower 
from Melbourne.  It is well researched and well written. It is in all our in-
terests to read it thoroughly, and implement the advice that Joshua offers 
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In flower now 
 
Grown by Greg Wallace 
 
Valley Olympic  
‘Pink Perfection’ 
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In flower now, 
Above     Arachnid ‘LongLegs’ 
Grown by Nico Jong 
First flowering seedling 
2 flower spikes 115cm tall 
Each has 19 flowers 

At right  In flower now 
Gypsy Rose ‘Princes’ 

Grown by Graham Morris 
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In flower now 
 
 
Jeanne Hall 
‘Jeanne’ 
 
Grown by  
Graham Morris 
 
Named to honour a 
previous Secretary 
of our Club, who is 
also a Life Member 

The colour of this 
flower is a bright 
orange, with a nice 
contrasting lip 
It also has lots 
more flowers than 
on this flowering 
 
It is being cloned 
and future mem-
bers will be offered 
a clone from this 
plant in a year or 
two 




